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of the deviation request. If the devi-
ation request is still under consider-
ation at the end of 30 calendar days, 
OAO shall inform the applicant/grantee 
in writing of the date when the appli-
cant/grantee may expect the decision. 

Subpart B—Program Eligibility, 
Services and Delivery 

§ 2502.4. Program eligibility. 
(a) Entities eligible to apply for and 

receive a grant under this part include: 
(1) A non-profit organization; 
(2) A consortium of nonprofit organi-

zations; or 
(3) A consortium which includes a 

non-profit organization(s) and one or 
more of the following: agribusinesses, 
State and local governments, agricul-
tural labor organizations, farmer or 
rancher cooperatives, and community- 
based organizations with the capacity 
to train farm workers. 

(b) Additional information about eli-
gible entities may be included in the 
RFP. In addition, the RFP will specify 
the criteria by which an entity’s capac-
ity to train farm workers will be evalu-
ated, but at a minimum, the entity 
shall be required to demonstrate that 
it has: 

(1) An understanding of the issues 
facing hired farmworkers and condi-
tions under which they work; 

(2) Familiarity with the agricultural 
industry in the geographic area to be 
served, including agricultural labor 
needs and existing services for farm-
workers; and 

(3) The capacity to effectively admin-
ister a program of services and benefits 
authorized by the ACE program. 

(c) An applicant will be required to 
submit information to OAO, as speci-
fied in the RFP and/or FOA as part of 
the grant application. 

§ 2502.5 Program benefits and serv-
ices. 

(a) The ACE grants program will be 
centrally administered by the USDA in 
a manner consistent with these regula-
tions, as well as the pertinent require-
ments of 7 CFR part 3015, 7 CFR part 
3016, 7 CFR part 3018, 7 CFR part 3019 
and 7 CFR 3052. 

(b) The Office of Advocacy and Out-
reach (OAO) has been designated as the 

organizational unit responsible for ad-
ministering the ACE program, includ-
ing, among other things, determining 
the number and amount of grants to be 
awarded, the purposes for the grants to 
be awarded, as well as the criteria for 
the evaluation and award of grants. 

(c) Services and benefits provided 
under the ACE grants program are lim-
ited to those which will assist eligible 
farmworkers in securing, retaining, up-
grading or returning from agricultural 
jobs. 

(d) Such services will include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Agricultural labor skills develop-
ment 

(2) Provision of agricultural labor 
market information: 

(3) Transportation: 
(4) Short-term housing while in tran-

sit to an agricultural worksite; 
(5) Workplace literacy and assistance 

with English as a second language; 
(6) Health and safety instruction, in-

cluding ways of safeguarding the food 
supply of the United States; 

(7) Such other services as the Sec-
retary deems appropriate. 

(e) Grant funds shall not be used to 
deliver or replace any services or bene-
fits which an agricultural employer, 
association, contractor, or any other 
entity is legally obliged to provide. 

§ 2502.6 Recipients of program bene-
fits or services. 

(a) Those eligible to receive program 
services or benefits under the ACE pro-
gram are farmworkers who meet the 
definition of ‘‘United States Workers’’ 
as set forth in § 2502.2 of this part. 

(b) Grantees shall be responsible for 
verifying the employment of farm-
workers who are actively employed and 
are seeking to participate in program 
services or benefits. Unemployed farm-
workers seeking to participate shall be 
required to certify to grantees that 
they are eligible for program services 
and benefits as provided herein. Addi-
tional eligibility requirements may be 
included in the RFP. 

§ 2502.7 Responsibilities of grantees. 
Each grantee is responsible for pro-

viding services and/or benefits author-
ized by this program in accord with a 
service delivery strategy described in 
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its approved grant plan. The services 
must reflect the needs of the relevant 
farmworker population in the area to 
be served and be consistent with the 
goals of assisting farmworkers in se-
curing, retaining, upgrading, or return-
ing from agricultural jobs. The nec-
essary components of a service delivery 
strategy and grant plan will be fully 
set forth in an RFP but the plan shall 
include, at a minimum, the following: 

(a) The employment and education 
needs of the farmworker population to 
be served; 

(b) The manner in which the proposed 
services to be delivered will assist agri-
cultural employers and farmworkers in 
securing, retaining, upgrading or re-
turning from agricultural jobs; 

(c) The manner in which the proposed 
services will be coordinated with other 
available services; 

(d) The number of participants the 
grantee expects to serve for each serv-
ice provided, the results expected and 
the anticipated expenditures for each 
category of service. 

Subpart C—Grant Applications 
and Administration 

§ 2502.8 Pre-award, award, and post- 
award procedures and administra-
tion of grants. 

(a) Unless otherwise provided in this 
rule, the requirements governing pre- 
award solicitation and submission of 
proposals and/or applications, the re-
view and evaluation of such, the award 
of grant funds, and post-award and 
close-out procedures are those set forth 
at 7 CFR part 2500, subparts A, B, C, D, 
and E. 

(b) For purposes of the ACE Grants 
Program, the provisions of Subpart E, 
at 7 CFR 2500.49, ‘‘Prior Approvals,’’ 
shall not apply. In lieu of that provi-
sion, the following requirements shall 
apply: Awardees may not subcontract 
more than 20 percent of the award to 
other parties without prior written ap-
proval of the ADO. To request ap-
proval, a justification for the proposed 
subcontract, a performance statement, 
and a detailed budget for the sub-
contract must be submitted in writing 
to the ADO. 
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